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other Mohammedan races of the two latter countries.
The Mohammedans of Persia are Shiites: the great ma-
jority do not belong to the Turanian race. The elimina-
tion of Persia would cut the proposed bloc completely in
two, leaving Anatolia and Caucasia to the west and
Turkestan and Afghanistan to the east. Here is a point
where it is necessary for Pan-Turanianism to call upon
Pan-Islamism to aid it in bridging over this chasm. So
far all efforts to bring Persia within the orbits of Turkish
agitation have failed. Even the famous conference at
Baku, from which so much was expected, proved barren
of results. The best hope for the accomplishment of
Pan-Turanian purposes in Persia would now seem to lie
either in the coercion of Persia through the development
of strong military forces by her Sunnite neighbors, or in
the mistakes of the Occidental nations. "What Turkish
propaganda failed to accomplish may easily result from
the unwise interference or the callous indifference of
foreign powers.
It was urged by some of the Christian inhabitants of
Turkey and by students of Near Eastern politics during
1917, and perhaps as late as 1919, that a second prac-
tical method of breaking the proposed Mohammedan
chain existed. A very small amount of assistance ren-
dered to the armed bands of the Armenians and Assyri-
ans which had been collected in the mountainous regions
of northeastern Turkey, northwestern Persia and Trans-
caucasia might have sufficed at that time not only to
have accomplished this purpose but also to have opened
up a line of communication with the Cossacks and the
TJkrainians, and possibly to have changed the whole
course of developments in Russia. Nowhere else in the
wide field of warfare might so much have been accom-
plished with so little aid; but the blindness of the En-
tente military leaders to anything not directly connected
with the "West Front," caused this opportunity to be

